
Shape a Generation 
Report from the meetings held January 30-31, 2007 

Camp Brotherhood 
 

It is estimated that eight thousand people in Africa die every day from AIDS.  A newly 
released TEARfund UK report captures the magnitude of the problem: “AIDS is robbing 
children of their parents, decimating workforces, overwhelming health services, 
undermining economies, even shaking national security.”i  As the ravages of this disease 
become more apparent, the effects on the next generation of Africans are terrifying! 
 
More than twelve million AIDS orphans of sub-Saharan Africa have watched their 
parents die.  Now they must learn to live without significant adult care and supervision.  
Children are literally parenting children.  Children are growing into adulthood lacking 
role models and mentors.  Many without a childhood, without education, without 
someone to shape their character – find themselves as the leaders of Africa.  These are 
the future of the continent and Africa’s impact on the world. 
 
On January 30-31, 2007, some 25 men and women met at Camp Brotherhood in 

Arlington, WA to discuss what we 
could do together to address this need 
for character formation and the 
building of life skills in the children 
of Africa, especially those who are 
orphans and vulnerable due to the 
impact of HIV/AIDS.  The 
participants represented major 
Christian organizations, 
denominations and alliances.  Many 
had extensive work experience in 
Africa, some for as long as 35 years.   

 
During the two days of interaction, relationships were cultivated and much information 
was shared about who is doing what, where, and with whom.  Many groups and 
organizations are working at providing Food/Water, Health/Vaccines, Shelter and Basic 
Education for the orphans and vulnerable children.  This is necessary and highly valued.  
However, together the group agreed that the shaping of character is the crucial issue and 
potentially the biggest gap for this time of history and into the next generations for Africa 
and beyond.  As well, we acknowledged that there are many courageous and faithful 
African Christians who are unsung heroes in this battle for the minds, hearts and souls of 
the young people of the continent. 
 
The discussions lead the group to focus on three major issues that are essential to shaping 
the coming generations, for this will be a multi-generational challenge.   

·  We sought to define the key or core Character Traits or Virtues that must be 
emphasized to build stable and healthy societies and nations.  The result of the 
task group encouraged us to focus on five character traits – Compassion, Honesty, 



A Faith in the Creator God, Responsibility towards God, self, others and creation, 
Thankfulness to God and others. 

·  Time was devoted to clarify the Worldview Issues that under gird the Character 
Traits and Virtues that shape a child.  These Worldview issues or Principles of 
Reality form the foundation of 
how a society thinks and 
consequently behaves.  It     
was cited that if society does 
not have a worldview that 
gives allegiance to the 
relational, truthful and 
gracious God who is Lord 
over the whole of life, 
children will find it easy to 
cast off their character traits 
when they are in their teen 
years or when the stresses, 
temptations and challenges of life confront them.  Thus we emphasized the need 
to grasp that God wants reconciliation with Himself, with self, with others and 
with the rest of creation.  One repeated emphasis was the need to model and train 
faithfulness for the whole of life. 

·  We acknowledged that there is a big story or picture that is emerging in Africa 
made up of the small and diverse pieces much like a mosaic.  Therefore, we 
discussed how to affirm, encourage and multiply those who are courageously and 
faithfully working at the grassroots of society and culture.  Much discussion took 
place about holding other such consultations, and producing a book, DVD, and 
storytelling mechanisms (website repository of stories) to highlight the work of 
these gifted and devoted African caregivers who are shaping the next generation 
of the continent.  Breakthrough Partners will be one of the repositories for these 
stories and models. 

 
There will be ongoing discussions and activity between the participants.  These results 
will be reported in due course.  Also, others are welcome to participate in the process and 
dialogue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
i For the full report from Tearfund UK, go to 
http://www.tearfund.org/webdocs/Website/Campaigning/Policy%20and%20research/Faith%20untapped.pd
f  


